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deemed a mere form. It is not merely the King's
secrets that the minister swears to keep, but also,
and particularly, the secrets of his colleagues.
Under this provision everything which passes at
a Cabinet meeting is strictly confidential. It cannot
be divulged, save with the express permission of
the Sovereign, which is only granted in very excep-
tional circumstances, and on the advice of the
Prime Minister. The Cabinet Minister, the
moment he is sworn, is linked with his colleagues
by a solemn bond. As Privy Councillor the legal
offence he can commit is a failure to observe the
terms of his oath, in every particular, including
that of keeping "the King's counsel" locked in
his own bosom, unless or until he is authorised to
disclose it.

It is true that the Cabinet Minister shares this
responsibility with between two and three hundred
other individuals, drawn from various orders and
ranks in society, all like him members of the
King's Council, and entitled to have the words
" Eight Honourable " prefixed to their names. The
Privy Council is a miscellaneous body of highly
respectable persons. It includes the Princes of the
Boyal House, the two Archbishops, several Dukes,
and other Peers, the survivors from former Cabinets,
a sprinkling of leading Colonial statesmen, the Lord
Chief Justice, the Lords Justices of Appeal and
other judges, some officers of the Eoyal Household,
a few diplomatists and retired Indian officials, and a
number of private members of Parliament, selected,
it would seem, rather for their social standing and
party loyalty than for political prominence or intel-
lectual distinction. Most of these right honourable